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The general make-up of this new edition leaves nothing to be desired in 
point of attractiveness and serviceableness. The paper used is of good 
quality, the type large and clear, and English readers will appreciate the use 
of the Latin characters instead of the Gothic used in the Berlin edition. 

E. Jordan. 
Cornell University. 

A Brief History of Modern Philosophy. By Dr. Harold HOffding. Author- 
ized translation by Charles Finley Sanders. New York, The Macmillan 
Company, 1912. — pp. x, 324. 

This translation is from the original German edition which appeared in 1905, 
and which is, in the main, a summary presentation of the material contained 
in Professor Hoffding's two volume work on the History of Modern Philosophy. 
The book, which is about one fifth the size of the larger work, follows the main 
lines of the latter, both as to the thinkers treated and as to the relative emphasis 
which each receives. The modifications of arrangement in the case of the 
smaller work consist chiefly in the condensation of Books I and II, and of 
Books V and VI, of the larger History into Books I and IV, respectively, of 
the present work. The only material departure from the general plan of 
arrangement of the previous work is to be found in the last two books entitled 
"New Theories of Being upon a Realistic Basis," and "New Theories of the 
Problems of Knowledge and of Value," which together supplant the account 
of philosophy in Germany from 1850 to 1880, with which the larger work closed. 
In these last books a large number of modern, even contemporary theories, 
are briefly discussed. 

There are both advantages and disadvantages in this method of almost 
uniform reduction of the more detailed discussion of the earlier and more 
exhaustive work. Only one philosopher, Kant, comes in for relatively ex- 
tended treatment. Twenty-five pages are devoted to him, while Spinoza 
comes next with twelve. The total number of names taken up is so large 
that most of the great modern philosophers are given only eight or nine pages 
apiece, Hegel receiving something under seven pages and Fichte still less. 
In many cases a philosopher is treated on a single page or less. On the one 
hand, the book is well suited to give a rapid view of the development of 
modern thought (and we may say in passing that Professor Hoffding, as 
in the larger work, shows how the development of modern science has affected 
philosophical conceptions). It chronicles, in a capable way, the fortunes of 
the more salient problems as they pass from thinker to thinker and from school 
to school. Yet it debars itself, by the very fact that it deals with so many 
philosophers, from taking the student very deeply into the heart of the great 
systems, and from giving him an insight into the real problems, methods and 
achievements of the great leaders of modern philosophy. It may be said, 
however, that in spite of the scanty space given to the individual thinkers, 
the discussions are often surprisingly pithy and suggestive. 

The value of the book is enhanced by an index and a chronology of the 
chief works in philosophy. J. R. Tuttle. 

Cornell University. 



